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Preface to the 
Revised edition

It seems something of an oversight that the central text on which the religion 
of Longinus rests should not have been given a translation that reflects mod-
ern innovations in scholarship and recent manuscript discoveries (not least 
the vitally important fragments uncovered at the oxyrhynchus site and in the 
Nag hammadi codices). 

The original Authorized Version of the Testament of Longinus was a tremen-
dous achievement for the scholars translating it and for the faithful adherents 
of the Longinian Rule who had long sought a vernacular translation. We exist 
in its shadow; we cannot hope to duplicate the dignity and power of its prose, 
much of which has passed from the page into common usage. It transformed 
our language. It transformed the way we think of ourselves. 

But the language of the old version, for all its force and grace, is now as 
archaic and inaccessible to the new reader or listener as the Vulgate Testament 
was four hundred years ago. It is time for a version of the Testament that re-
flects the times we inhabit. 

In early 2004, a committee of Archbishops and other significant figures 
met in London at the instigation of the Rt. Rev. francis Rose to discuss the 
possibility of a new edition of the Testament. Although some controversy in-
evitably resulted, Archbishop Rose’s party held the day, and a committee of 
three scholars was invited to begin the project: myself, Caroline Petronius of 
Chicago and Victor Ballsden of London. 

The result of these deliberations is the present volume. 

This edition of the Testament of Longinus of course includes the five books 
of the generally accepted Longinian canon. We can assume that little intro-
duction need be made of these books to the devotee, but since we intend this 
work to be accessible to a wider scholarly audience, it serves our purposes to 
offer some explanation. 

The Malediction of Longinus concerns the life of Longinus, largely before 
the epochal events on Calvary, and presents Longinus the man as a barely re-
pentant sinner. The Torments of Longinus begins where the Malediction leaves 
off. Torments (sometimes The Book of Torments) was once generally considered 
a second part of the same document as the Malediction, but stylistic and lin-
guistic differences, as well as differing MS traditions, lead us to at least enter-
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tain the possibility that they are by two different authors. We do not comment 
on the possible truth of this theory; we shall offer the evidence to the reader 
and arguments from both single-author and multiple-author positions. 

If this is indeed true, then the Rule of Golgotha is by the latter of the two 
Longinian Authors. The Rule has traditionally been a short text, but a longer 
version has recently been unearthed – that version has been provided in this 
edition. Regardless, the Rule has been the most influential book on our political 
development, it being a collection of teachings and laws. The Sanguinaria (here 
divided into two sections, as per the Authorized Version) concerns the acts and 
fates of Longinus’ disciples. It is largely thought to comprise two texts, but these 
texts are not divided equally among the two halves of the book. finally, the 
Book of the Eschaton falls firmly into the genre of the apocalyptic.  

Some more detailed notes on the transmission and theories as to multiple 
authorship of these texts (along with speculation on the possible identities of the 
putative Deutero-Longinus and Trito-Longinus) can be found in Appendix I. 

We follow the main body of the Testament with a summary and selection 
of texts from the Longinian apocrypha, which, while not generally accepted 
as doctrine by most orthodox divines, are nonetheless well known and often 
commonly referenced (although some are given more credence than others). 
The apocryphal books are: the anonymous Testimony of the Plague Angel, the 
Teachings of Longinus, the Byzantine Tradition of Blood and the Acts of Daniel. 
We have also included a few surviving fragments from the heretical Euagae-
matikon of Vitericus Minor, for the sake of interest. We include these texts 
with no comment as to their value, historical or doctrinal; only the hope that 
they may illuminate the context of the canonical Testament for the casual 
reader and the devotee, and to offer a starting point for the more scholarly 
reader. These can be found in Appendix II. 

We should add a word or two on Longinus himself. In our history, no 
one figure (with the possible exception of a late-medieval eastern european, 
of whom this is not the place to speak) has caused so much controversy, or 
has directed political and social change so drastically and so many times as 
Longinus. We recognize that any pronouncement made on a figure who forms 
the basis of religious faith should be made with care or controversy will result, 
and hence we step lightly. Longinus is by tradition and consensus the protago-
nist, narrator and author of the short collection of books that bear his name, 
and the Testament is the most complete source for Longinus’ life and career. 
however, we would be remiss not to mention that the earliest textual mention 
of Longinus occurs not in the Testament itself, but outside of the Longinian 
Tradition, in the Gospel of Nicodemus (also known as the Acts of Pilate). his 
mention amounts wholly to the following: 

But Jesus spake before Pilate, and we know that we saw him receive buffets and 
spittings upon his face, and that the soldiers put on him a crown of thorns and that 
he was scourged and received condemnation from Pilate, and that he was crucified 
at the place of a skull and two thieves with him, and that they gave him vinegar to 
drink with gall, and that Longinus the soldier pierced his side with a spear... 

(Gospel of Nicodemus XVI. 7, trans. MR James)
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