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The Dying of St Margaret’s

Clues
1. Many children in the sanatorium suffer 

from arthritis and osteoporosis, which is 
extremely unusual.

•  Medicine: Many children 
complain of pains in their hands 
and ankles. Although the medical 
records describe these merely 
as “pains”, you suspect arthritis, 
which is astonishingly unusual for 
children this age. There is a high 
incidence of broken bones, from 
incidents as simple as tripping and 
falling. This leads you to wonder 
about osteoporosis.

2. Heart rates and blood pressure seem 
universally lower than usual.

•  Medicine: You examine the 
children and are surprised by lower 
heart rates and blood pressure than 
is usual. Checking the records, you 
find these lower rates repeated 
across almost all pupils. The only 
exceptions are those new to the 
school: indeed, looking at the 
records for newly arrived pupils, 
their heart rates and blood pressure 
seem to be normal on arrival and 
decrease as they spent time in the 
school.

•  Flattery: You talk at length to 
Nurse Mackey. It is odd, she says, 
but the heart rates of the children 
seem lower than is normal, as does 
their blood pressure. For the blood 
pressure, she wondered about 
faulty equipment, but there is no 
explanation for the heart rate.

Scene: The attic

Finding the attic is easy. It is located at 
the top of the main staircase: although 
the staircase is heavily used, the final 
flight to the attic is not. It is locked and 
the caretaker holds the key, although 
it would not be difficult to break the 
lock.

However, entering the attic is odd 
behavior, especially for teachers, likely 
to draw attention and suspicion of 
thievery. Searching the effects of former 
teachers, without a good explanation, 
looks even worse.

Hence, for Investigators with Credit 
Ratings of 3 or higher, going to the attic 
unobserved is difficult. Investigators 
wishing to gain the benefit of searching 
the attic alone may spend a point of 
an appropriate skill (perhaps Flattery, 
Intimidation or Reassurance). Without 
this benefit, someone will follow them 
up, offer to help or call a servant, and 
report the matter to the headmistress 
later.

Investigators with Credit Ratings lower 
than 3 need only make a plausible 
excuse to the caretaker. If observed, 
people will assume they are fetching a 
box.

The attic is vast. Near the entrance, 
stacked in neat rows, are trunks of 
pupils currently resident at the school. 
Against the north wall, in boxes and 
filing cabinets, are archived school 
records. In the north-eastern corner 
is a disorganized heap. Here, buried 
beneath broken furniture and other 
junk, the Investigators find the effects 
of the Seekers of Truth, in crates labeled 
with the Seekers’ names.

It takes hours of solid work to sort 
through the crates fully. They contain 
clothing and trinkets, with some 
personal diaries and letters.

Clues
1. The documents are incomplete. Some 

documents, particularly those relating 
to July of this year, have been removed.

•  Library Use: There are references 
to other documents, which, after 
much searching, you determine 
are not present. There are also 
gaps in the dates of the letters: 

for example, many letters were 
sent on a weekly basis, but they 
stop around mid-May without any 
explanation.

•  Evidence Collection: You notice 
that a set of diaries suddenly stop 
at the beginning of May. You have 
a hunch that there is a batch of 
documents that are missing from 
this collection.

2.  There is a sense of preparation and 
excitement before 14th July, as if the 
Seekers were going on a journey. There 
are no records after that date.

•  Accounting: Reading through an 
accounts book, you notice a great 
deal of expenditure on equipment 
such as cooking stoves and ropes, 
in May and June of this year.

•  Outdoorsman: One of the 
Seekers of Truth, in a diary, 
mentions that he was “breaking in” 
a pair of boots. Along with other 
references, you wonder whether 
he was intending to take a journey: 
perhaps on 14th July, when all the 
records stop.

•  Library Use: One constant 
you notice, as you correlate the 
various correspondence, is a sense 
of excitement and adventure, 
which peaked just before they 
disappeared in July.

3. Anything you might take on a journey, 
particularly a dangerous journey, is 
missing.

•  Evidence Collection: You notice 
that, in all the personal effects, there 
is no overcoat, nor a sturdy pair of 
shoes. You sense that everything you 
would need on a journey has been 
removed.

•  Outdoorsman: These personal 
effects remind you of the things 
you leave at home when you go 
somewhere. There’s no overcoat, for 
example, and few winter clothes. 
These people went on a journey: 
this is the stuff they left behind.
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