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“Now what else is the whole life of mortals but a sort of comedy, in which the vari- 
ous actors, disguised by various costumes and masks, walk on and play each one his 
part, until the manager waves them off the stage? Moreover, this manager frequently 
bids the same actor go back in a different costume, so that he who has but lately 
played the king in scarlet now acts the flunkey in parched clothes. Thus all things are 
represented by shadows.” 

- Erasmus, The Praise of Folly 

This book is dedicated to the memory of my 
grandfather, Ernest Warden-whose tall tales 

inspired me to create some of my own. Sa
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